


The title WOODEN has to do with my attraction to

the sound quality of the clarinet, which I consider the
“woodiest,” of the woodwind family of instruments. A
second reference has to with the art of bonsai (miniature
trees grown in pots) and the dynamic between simplicity
and complexity. The piece exploits the uniqueness

and versatility of the clarinet through dynamics,
articulations, and musical gestures in various registers.
The level of interaction between the two parts is high
and challenging in both transparent and rhythmically
complex passages.

ANOTHER TIME AND PLACE is commissioned and

written for clarinetist Melanie Yamada. The idea came
from Melanie’s experience of visiting the museum display
at the Japanese Chamber of Commerce in Honolulu and
memories of her grandfather who was a member of the
famed 442 Regimental Combat Team, the most highly
decorated Army combat unit in our nation’s history. The
piece is meant to be (generally) reflective and meditative,
and draws both technically and spiritually from my
experiences with shakuhachi honkyoku (solo pieces for
the Japanese bamboo flute) while incorporating gestures
more appropriate to the clarinet.

THE JOURNEY OF MOMOTARO for clarinet, cello and
piano was completed in 2014 and can be performed
with or without narration. Momotaro or “Peach Boy”

is the name of a hero from famous Japanese folklore.
'This work was commissioned by and dedicated to
clarinetist Melanie Yamada. The arrangement of the song
“Momotaro” composed by Teiichi Okano is included in
the music.

SOUNDPRINTS is a musical representation of East

and West in Theme and Variation form. After a short
introduction the theme (marked “slowly”) is introduced
in unison. Variation 1 (“freely”) is a four-note figure
repeated six times by clarinet, accompanied by the koto.
In Variation 2 (“whimsically”) the clarinet is played on
the lower half of the instrument. Variation 3 (slowly)

is a canon with widely-spaced melodic intervals. In
Variation 4 (“vigorously”) the clarinet has a jazzy motive,
the koto a rhythmic ostinato. The theme then returns in
a canonic version and evolves into a Coda with extended
trill by the clarinet and coloristic motives by the koto.
SOUNDPRINTS concludes with taps on small, tuned

brass bowls.

JAPANESE FOLKSONGS scored for clarinet and piano,
features four traditional Japanese folk songs arranged by
Scott Richards. This fun and lighthearted arrangement
showcases Flowers of Patience, Red Dragonfly, Spring
Song, and Waiting in Vain.

SAKURA SONG is originally a compulsory piece written
for the 2012 All Japan Band Competition. This simple
and lovely transcription for clarinet quintet reminded
me of a promise that my Grandmother made to me
many years ago. She promised to take me to Japan

to see the cherry blossoms, but unfortunately passed
away before she could take me. This song is a nostalgic
reminder that I will always remember her promise.
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