TurtLE CREEK CHORALE

The Turtle Creek Chorale (TCC) is a 250-member male chorus, under the artistic direction of
Dr. Timothy Seelig. The 2001 — 2002 season celebrates the Chorale’s 22nd Anniversary. All members
of the Chorale are volunteers and donate over 100,000 hours to rehearsals, service projects and
numerous benefit performances.

The repertoire of the TCC can best be described as eclectic, drawing on everything from Bach
to Broadway, sacred to secular. The Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center is home to the Turtle
Creek Chorale for live performances and most recordings.

In 1995, the chorus traveled to Europe, performing benefit concerts to sold out audiences in
Barcelona, Berlin and Prague. The Chorale has now recorded 29 CDs, making it the most recorded

male chorus in history. Other milestones include:

Featured on the Emmy Award-winning PBS documentary,
“Afier Goodbye: An AIDS Story™
Ranked in top ten of Biliboard Classical Charts with “Requiem” CD
Voted " Best Choral Recording of 1990" by readers of “CHORUS!”
for first recording, “From the Heart”
Performed at Carnegie Hall in 1993 and 2002
Chosen five times to perform at national conventions of the
American Choral Directors Association
Guinness Book Records holder for World's Longest Choral Concert
Gay & Lesbian American Music Association Award for Best Choral Group, 2000
In collaboration with the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, presented the world
premier of “Sing For The Cure: A Proclamation of Hope "™ narrated by Dr. Maya Angelou.

Since becoming Artistic Director in 1987, Dr. Timothy Seelig has developed an active performance
schedule with other arts organizations in Dallas. This has provided both artistic enhancement as
well as audience outreach. Some of the groups with which the TCC has performed include The
Dallas Black Dance Theatre, The Dallas Symphony Orchestra, The Dallas Opera, The Dallas Wind
Symphony, The Anita N. Martinez Ballet Folklorico and the Texas Boys Choir. With a mission to
enhance the musical and cultural lives of its audiences, the men of the Turtle Creek Chorale recognize
and embrace the privilege they have been given to build bridges to a greater awareness, understanding
and respect for our shared humanity.




A Testament to Freedom

This journey began almost 10 years ago. It was at that time we first performed with the Male Chorus
from the First Baptist Church of Hamilton Park at an AIDS fundraiser on national tour called HeartStrings.
We were instantly smitten with their singing and their spirit.

Eight years ago, we combined for a set of concerts and recording entitled “United We Sing.™ It was
a phenomenal experience. Four years seemed to fly by before we once again joined for another set of
concerts, this time, Christmas. It was time to sing together again.

The events of 2001 brought us all to a new focus on our country and the things that are important to
us. Randall Thompson’s THE TESTAMENT OF FREEDOM came instantly to mind. What more
appropriate texts could there be and what more majestic music? But it still didn’t seem just right. Then
the perfect recipe fell into place: Thomas Jefferson, set to music by Randall Thompson, arranged in the
gospel style by Cincinnati composer Steve Milloy.

The rest of the program fell into place just as easily. The Turtle Creek Chorale sang selections
ranging from SUMMERTIVME to WiHEN Your HEarT Has WinGs from the animated film MARCO POLO
RETURN TO XANADU. Hamilton Park sang its signature gospel music. Then we came together.
Each chorus brought its very best to the table and became one. It happened with the very first phrase of
Mark Hayes’ stunning Grace. This was not grace defined by anyone in particular, but experienced as
we stood shoulder to shoulder singing the songs of our soul and grateful to live in a land where this is
even possible.

We hope you hear the magic. Two groups that by ordinary standards should not share such an
experience: one predominantly gay and white, one African American and Baptist. The Dallas Morning
News quoted the president of the Hamilton Park chorus as saying “we are going to go in there and
shout to the heavens.” Steve Blow, the columnist, finished by adding: “And if they re not all shouting
from exactly the same page, I don’t think the heavens will mind.”
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ShAke THE RAFTERS, A BLEssiG of THE House 5:01

Jon Bailey and Bill Bowersock
Richard York, Carlas Brown, Don Kennedy, Trio
© 1999 Bailey-Bowersock

B. When Your Heart Has Wings 4:20

1

from Marco PoLo RETURN To XANADU
© 2001 The Tooniversal Company
Words by Ron Merk and Chris Holter
Music by Chris Many
arr. Danny Ray

Joel Thms, Soloist

Summertime 3:28
.ﬁ-om PoraGy anp Bess

Words by Dubose Heyward

Music by George Gershwin

arr. Danny Ray

©Gershwin c/o WB Music

Lamb of God 6:20
Twila Paris
Rick James, Soloist
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e Glen Burleigh
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Grace 4:42

e Mark Hayes
©1993, 2000 Breckenhorst Press, Inc.

His Eye Is On the Sparrow 4:09

8 arr. Buryl Red & Joseph Joubert
® ©Generic Music, Inc.
e

Make Them Hear You 3:15

from RAGTIME
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arr. Terry Dobson

© WB Music & Warner Chappell Music,

Ine.
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©1998 Gene Scheer

Gene Ink Publications



Tue TeSTAMENT OF FREEDOM

adapted by Steve Milloy
Adapted from "The Testament of Freedom"
Words by Thomas Jefferson / Music by Randall Thompson
©ECS Publishing Corp.

Even though elevated to hero status in our time, Thomas Jefferson was first and foremost a simple,
honest man. A good, forthright, eloquent man. He was passionate about life and the fascination it
held for him. He was a Renaissance man, ahead of his time in many respects: a talented botanist;
noted naturalist: an acclaimed architect; a ceaseless inventor; and a musician. Those things demonstrate
his insatiable yearning for knowledge. What has made his name synonymous with our freedom is
his role as a powerful politician, scholar, gifted writer and orator. Most of all, we know him as a
champion of human liberty. His writings span over 50 years of his life. Born in 1743, he was writing
up until his death in 1826 at the age of 83.

Even before the official birth of our country, he wrote these words that are still resonating today
and for which we still strive: “The God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same time!”

12 .I_ The God who gave us life - Rick James, Solo 3:30

Jefferson wrote often of the struggle for freedom. He spoke of the struggle for America to find
itself and insure its own freedom. But he didn’t just write about our country’s struggle. He wrote
about each individual’s quest for freedom. And yet there was slavery. What about slavery?

Of this predicament he said “we have the wolf by the ear, and we can neither hold him, nor safely
let him go. Justice is in one scale, and self-preservation in the other.” He predicted this very issue
would rend the nation in two, which it did some 80 years later. There is no doubt that Jefferson
worked tirelessly to direct the newly founded nation away from slavery and expressed his confidence
that future generations would achieve something that he could not achieve in his time. He believed
that he and the other fathers of our nation had laid a framework that allowed for systems and laws to
change with the years. He knew that there would be fights for freedom and for liberty and for basic
human rights that would be just and bring us all into the land of peace he envisioned. But he looked
into the future and knew to the very core of his being that there was no honor, justice or humanity to
be found in denying any human the equality about which he wrote.



18 1. We have counted the cost - Paul Mason, Solo 3:42

So many things haven’t changed. Not only are we denied individual liberty, but we find ourselves
in conflict on countless fronts around the world. In Jefferson’s own words “we exhibit to mankind
the remarkable spectacle of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies.” Sound familiar? Yes, we
are a remarkable spectacle to the world, just as we were in 1775 when the words were penned. But
in 2002, the spectacle is before everyone’s eyes instantaneously. Our actions, our reactions are
broadeast worldwide as they happen. Our successes and failures are open books. And yet, we fight
cach other. We don’t seem to have moved forward one inch from Jefferson’s day. In 1775, Jefferson
said we were, “a people attacked by unprovoked enemies.” This very year, we were once again
attacked by unprovoked enemies. In 1775, he said, “We've taken up arms.” In 2002, we have taken
up arms. In 1775 he continued, “We shall lay them down when hostilities shall cease on the part of
the aggressors and all danger of their being renewed shall be removed, and NOT BEFORE.” It is
now 2002 and we, like Jefferson, say to the aggressors, we will lay down our arms when the threat is
removed , “AND NOT BEFORE!™

1 4 I11. We fight not for glory - Lonnie Parks, Solo 3;30

Toward the end of his life, Thomas Jefferson felt that the country had not moved as far on its
journey as he had hoped. He had worked his entire life to raise the peoples’ hopes and aspirations of
freedom for every human being. He had no way to know that he would leave a legacy of words that
would help us hold the course for our nation for 2 centuries. He had no way to know that 200 vears
later, we would be sitting here in this room facing the same issues as he faced, but doing so armed
with the fire he helped ignite 200 years ago. It was the flame of truth, it was the flame of hope, it was
the flame of freedom that would surely prevail. Not long before his death, these were his words:

1 Iv. 1 shall not die witfiout a fope - Rick James, So10 4:57
L ]
16 Down By The Riverside 5:51

®  Steven Key & John Tatum



Jolm Sherow-Tatum, Conductor

John Mark Sherow-Tatum’s musical experience runs the gamut from accompanying to arranging,
from composing to conducting, and from teaching to theatrical production. Greatly in demand as an
accompanist, John has accompanied opera singers, college choirs, musical theater productions, gospel
artists, and professional entertainers throughout the United States, Europe, Canada, South America
and the Caribbean. Deeply involved in church music, he has served as minister of music at churches
in the south and mid-west for the past twenty years.

The First Baptist Church of Hamilfon Park Male Chorus

The Male Chorus consists of more than 120 committed Christian African-American men. Some
are doctors, educators, attorneys, and corporate executives while others are students, bus drivers, and
policemen. The common denominator is the mission to draw the unsaved through song to Christianity.

Under the direction of John M. Sherow-Tatum, this chorus has developed a vast repertoire of
music which includes classical works, spirituals, and traditional and contemporary gospel.

In 1992, the chorus toured Spain, giving concerts in many of its major cities. In 1994, the chorus
took their music to Nassau, Bahamas. In 1999, the Male Chorus was invited by the Mayor of Rio de
Janeiro to participate in “New Vision International,” a Christ-centered program of multi-cultural
fellowship among Christians throughout the world. While there, they ministered to some 200,000
people in song at schools, churches, theaters, in several cities and towns throughout Brazil.

The Chorus has been a regular participant in civic events for the cities of Dallas, Plano and
Garland, Texas. They have also sung at national conventions of the National Association of Black
School Educators, the National Association of Negro Musicians, the Links National Convention,
and the Presbyterian Laymen’s and Musician’s Conference. They have also performed twice at the
national “Save the Boys™ annual conference and concert series at Morehouse College in Atlanta,
Georgia.

The Male Chorus has performed the National Anthem at the 1995 All-Star Baseball game at the
Ballpark in Arlington, Texas. They have performed joint concerts with Shania Twain , Peabo Bryson,
Patti Austin, James Ingram, Sheena Easten, and Mavis Staples.

The First Baptist Church of Hamilton Park Male Chorus has recorded “The Lord Is Speaking to
You”, “United We Sing®, with Turtle Creek Chorale and New Arts Six, “Jump Back” with Barbara
Hill-Moore, and “Men of Faith.”
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Tue MALE CHORUS FROM HAMILTON PARK BArTIST CHURCH
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Steven Milloy, Arranger

Whether on the stage, on the podium, in the voice studio or behind the scenes, Steven is a versatile
performer/conductor/teacher/composer/arranger. A former member of the eclectic A cappella octet
“Pieces of 8", he has portrayed the role of “Lottie” in a rather offbeat production of “Mildred
Pierce” and supplied the voice of “Audrey 27 in “Little Shop of Horrors”, both at Theatre on the
Square in Indianapolis, Indiana.

He has music- directed productions of “Tommy™, “Godspell”, “Joseph & Mary”, and “*Man of
LaMancha”, provided background tracks for productions of “Snoopy ™ and “Blood Brothers”, taught
voice and piano at Dance Magic Performing Arts Center in Lawrence, Indiana and Performer’s
Edge in Carmel, Indiana. Currently, his “Freedom Train Suite” (commissioned by the Cincinnati
Men’s Chorus) was one of the hottest sellers of the year for Yelton Rhodes Music
(YRMusic.com) in 2001. Currently, Steven resides in Cincinnati, Ohio where he is the
Assistant Artistic Director of the Cincinnati Men’s Chorus and directs their small s
ensemble, “VocalPoint!” Steven is also the Contemporary Worship Music Leader of
Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church.
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United We Sing
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300 Men Singing, Shouting and Clapping!

The Turtle Creek Chorale and the Male Chorus from the First Baptist Church, Hamilton Park,
join forces in fribute o the power of music fo celebrate unity and the freedom we clierish
in America. Featuring the world premiere of the gospel arrangement of Randall
Thompson's The Testament of Freedom. Dr. Timothy Seeliq, Conductor

“The mingling of cultures and enfluences . . . mindbogqling.”
Wayne Lee Gay, Fort Worth Star Telegram

°...They raise the roof.” “We're going to . . . shout to the hieavens.”
Steve Blow, Dallas Morning News Tim Gordon, President, HPBC

“. .. the most exciting new work . . . in years.”
Eric Lane Barnes, Composer, Seattle, WA.

I. Shake the Rafiers, A Blessing of the House 2. Summertime 3. When Your Heart
Has Wings 4. Lamb of God 5. Jesus is A Rock 6. In The Garden 1. Grace

8. His Eye Is On The Sparrow 9. How Great Thou Art 10. Make Them Hear You

1. American Anthem The Testament of Freedom 12. The God who gave us life
13. We fave counted the cost 14. We fight not for glory 15. 1 shall not
die without a fope 16. Down By The Rivers Total Time: 73:59
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