Boston Gay Men’s Chorus

The nationally acclaimed Boston Gay Men'’s Chorus was founded in 1982. As New
England’s largest and most successful community-based chorus, the 150 voice ensem-
ble is celebrated for its outstanding musicianship, creative programming, and ground-
breaking community outreach. Under the dynamic leadership of Music Director
Reuben M. Reynolds, lll, the BGMC sings a wide spectrum of classical and popular
music with excellence and builds bridges fo all people by providing a positive, affirm-
ing image of the gay and lesbian community. The Chorus is heard live by more than
12,000 people each season and thousands more through recordings and broadcasts.

The BGMC has sung in prestigious venues from coast fo coast, including New York's
Avery Fisher Hall and Davies Symphony Hall in San Francisco. The BGMC has
appeared in every New England state and frequently tours the region. The BGMC
became the first gay chorus in the world to be recorded with a major orchestra on a
maijor label with its collaboration with The Boston Pops and conductor Keith Lockhart.
The BGMC also performed with the Pops at the Esplanade on July 4, 1999 in a live
telecast on A&E seen by 5.7 million viewers in seven countries.

The BGMC's discography includes 1999's Oz and Beyond: The Music of Harold
Arlen. The Chorus has two previous recordings: Freedom, Merriment & Joy, a holiday
disc and Visions: Words for the Future. The Chorus also has a distinguished history of
creating new music for itself. In addition to David Conte’s Eos, the BGMC has com-
missioned Daniel Pinkham, Conrad Susa, and Libby Larsen among a dozen others.
The Chorus is a member of the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses (GALA), an
international organization of over 180 men’s, women’s, and mixed-voice choruses.

Boston Gay Men’s Chorus
P.O. Box 1390

Boston, MA 02117

(617) 424-89200

www.bgmec.org



Reuben M. Reynolds lll, Music Director
Reuben M. Reynolds Il is Music Director of the nationally acclaimed Boston Gay Men’s Chorus. Mr.

Reynolds is also Music Director of the Kansas City Civic Opera Theatre. He served as Music Director
and Conductor of the Hearfland Men’s Chorus from 19891998 and was Conductor of the
Philharmonia of Kansas City. After earning undergraduate degrees in both Economics and Music, Mr.
Reynolds received his Master of Music degree from Louisiana State University where he was teachin
assistant to New York Metropolitan Opera soprano Marfina Arroyo, and was on the conducting stc?F
of the Baton Rouge Lyric Opera. In 1994, Mr. Reynolds made his European debut conducting the
Bohuslav Martinu Philharmoenic Orchestra and the Beethoven Chamber Orchestra of Ostrava, Czech
Republic. He led the Hermitage Camercia in 1998 at the Catherine the Great Theatre in St
Pefersburg, Russia. Recently he has lead Kansas City Civic Opera in Britten’s The Turn of the Screw
and Mark Adamo’s Lifile Women.

Chad Weirick, Assistant Music Director and Accompanist
Chad Weirick was born in Rockford, lllinois. A five-time winner of the lllinois State Fair organ compe-

fition, he went on fo become organist for Radio City Music Hall and the rehearsal pianist for the
Rockettes. He graduated with honors and distinction in performance from New England Conservatory
of Music, with a degree in composifion. He has also served as Music Director for Mariolt's Great
America Theme Park and various local summer stock productions. In addition to teaching, Chad tours
the United States playing theatre organ concerts and accompanying silent films.

Mark Huseth, baritone

Mark A. Huseth is o graduate of the Conservatory of Music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City
where he received a masters degree in vocal performance. Mr. Huseth was also a Mid-America
Apprentice with the Lyric Opera of Kansas City for two years. While an apprentice, he performed
numerous roles with the Lyric Opera of Kansas City including Taddeo in Lltaliana in Algeri, the
Novice's Friend in Billy Budd, and Fleville in Andrea Chenier. Prior fo his apprenticeship in Kansas
City, Mr. Huseth was an arfist in residence with the Utah Opera. Mr. Huseth has been o soloist with
the Salt Lake Symphony, the St. Joseph Symphony, the Northland Symphony of Kansas City and the
Heartland Men’s Chorus.

Rockland Osgood, tenor
Rockland Osgood has distinguished himself in a wide variety of musical idioms from the Baroque io

the latest in contemporary compositions. Mr. Osgood has appeared as soloist with the Boston
Symphony under Seiji Ozawa in Berg's Wozzeck and Bernstein's Chichester Psalms, with the Oregon
Symphony and James DePreist in Carmina Burana, with the Spokane Symphony as the Evangelist in
the Saint John Passion and has sung Messiah with the symphony orchestras of Canton, Jacksonville
and Syracuse, among others. Other appearances have included engagements of the Library of
Congress, Bosion's Museum of Fine Arts, The New England Bach Festival, the Handel and Haydn
Society of Boston and the Newport Music Fesival.



David Conte, composer
David Conte has received commissions from many of the nation's leading performing ensembles,

including Chanticleer, the San Francisco Symphony Chorus and the Oakland-East Bay Symphony. He
has been Professor of Composition at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music since 1985. A native
of Cleveland, Ohio, he received his Bachelor of Music degree from Bowling Green State University
and his Master of Fine Arts and Doctor of Musical Arts from Cornell University where he studied with
Karel Husa and Steven Stucky. He was a Fulbright Scholar in Paris where he was one of the last stu-
dents of Nadia Boulanger. Recent seasons have included performances by singers Thomas Hompson
and Phyllis Bryn-Julson, and the Tacoma Symphony and Cherus. He has published 30 works for
variety of media with E.C. Schirmer Music Company. His music is recorcﬁzd on the Delos, Teldec,
Skylark and Chanticleer labels.

Nicholas Giardini, librettist

Nicholas Giardini has previously collaborated with David Conte on The Gift of the Magi, a chamber
opera based on the O.Henry story, which had its premiere at the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music in 1997. He has also written for theatre and film. He acted extensively and directed his own
work in his native Chicago before pursuing a career in medicine. He is currently on the medical
school faculty at the University of California, San Francisco where he practices as a general and
neonatal pediatrician.

Eric Helmuth, composer
Eric Helmuth maintains a busy professional life as a both a pianist/composer and a community orga-

nizing professional. He is principal accompanist for the Bosion Women's Rainbow Chorus, assistant
accompanist for Boston Gay Men's Chorus, and is active as a pianist and church musician in the
Boston area. Eric’s compositions have been performed by over 80 gay and lesbian choruses and
numerous other choirs throughout the United States and Canada. An Ohio native, Eric completed
undergraduate degrees in piano performance and psychology at Cedarville College, and a M.A. in
psychology at the University of Akron. He works lulrlime for a national health website at Boston

University.
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Music Credits

The Mystic Trumpeter - Eric
Helmuth @ Eric Helmuth,
sole selling agent: Yelton
Rhodes Music;

Old American Songs -
Aaron Copland © Boosey &
Howkes;

Eos - David Conte @ E.C.
Schirmer Music Company



§ﬁiu| Thanks:
David Conte, Matthew Doherty, Courtney Furno, Nick

Giardini, Eric Helmuth, Chris Ludwig, Bob Porzie,
Tony Scarpetta, BGMC 5th Section

Eos was commissioned for the Boston Gay Men's
Chorus by Richard L. Babson. The BGMC salutes
Richard for his vision, dedication, and friendship.

Major funding for the Eos commissioning and record-
ing project was provided by the Paul and Edith
Babson Foundation. Special support for the premiere
performances was provided by Fleet Boston Financial.

Eos

Commissioned by Richard L. Babson for the
Boston Gay Men’s Chorus,

Reuben M. Reynolds lll, Music Director
World premiere, March 25, 2000

Text by Nicholas Giardini.
Reprinted with permission.



Time flees.

Time alights.

Time - our master and
child.

Rushing up to meet us
Reaching far beyond us
Time sighs

In this imaginary
moment.

Awake. Abide.
This is our time.
It is beginning.

It is now.

As dawn comes upon
the sleeping cities

In the stillness

In the silence

We dream.

We dream.

Laughter.
Freedom.
Courage.

Dignity.

Musicl
Oh music
Sweet and fine!

Limbs unfolding
Embracing
Revealing

Reveling in feeling.

Without fear.

Without shame.
The women
The men

The children

The wise

Sing.
Dance.
Love.

Out of the stillness
Out of the silence
Qur voices resound
Joining in music
QOur song is born.

We sing of love
We sing of pride

Music!
Oh music
Sweet and fine!

We sing with one spirit
Side by side.

QOut of the sfillness
Out of the silence
QOur bodies take flight
Reaching for the heav-
ens

Dancing in the light.

We dance in the sun
We dance with the
moon

Soaring, swinging

Dancing two by two.

Laughter.
Freedom.
Yearning.
Ecstasy.

Hate creeps in
On stealthy toes
Whispering lies
Inciting foes.

Hate so easily
Breeds on fear
Bastard of shame
Brother of woe.

First come words
To poison love.
Fairy. Faggot.
Pervert. Queer.

Then come chains

Then savage blows
To satisfy

The blocdlust. Oh

Now we fear
Again for our lives
We fear ourselves
Hate turns inside.

We turn from love
Abandon our pride
Becoming the enemy
In each others' eyes.

Where is love

In the downcast eye
We show one another
Giving truth fo the lie?

Where is fruth

In a perfect veneer?
Oh you know

That subtle sneer.

We break our hearts
On shores of lust

And drown our tears
As we tread on love.

Where is the laughter?
Our song is through
Ouwr spirit broken

Qur dance undone.

Iv.

(Solo Tenor)
Time sees.
Time cries.

In the stillness
In the silence.

| hear the voices

Of our brothers and sis-
fers

Martyred in the name
Of love and desire.

| hear the cries

Of those who refused to
lie

Of those who dreamed
of a place and time
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