
The first time, back in 1936, that the 
Ohio State Marching Band rehearsed Director 
Eugene Weigel's new "Script Ohio" formation, 
22 repeated choruses of "Buckeye Battle Cry" 
were required before the last bandsman had 
completed the intricate serpentine. Even for 
the most fervent OSU activist, 22 successive 
"Buckeye Battle Cries" is a bit much. 

Fortunately, Director Weigel was up to 
the challenge. The band had rehearsed a 
venerable French march called "Le Regiment 
de Sambre et Meuse", and, coupled with a 
spirited vocal chorus of "Buckeye Battle Cry", 
it fit the Script Ohio maneuver like a glove. 
The rest, as they've been saying around 
Columbus for the past five decades, is history. 

Whether it's the instantly recognizable 
"Le Regiment", or whether it's simply the 
flowing symmetry of the maneuver on the field 
- or perhaps a little of both - "Script Ohio" is 

probably the longest-lasting and best-known 
continuous routine by a college band today. 

Now thousands of new fans can share 
the "Script" mystique - at least, the audible 
portion - through this latest collection of 
Buckeye favorites. While you're listening, 
picture the bandsmen floating through their 
paces, and the inevitable sousaphone player 
scurrying to dot the "i". 

Consider, as well, that the first 
tentative formation that emerged from 
Director Weigel's crude chalkboard sketch 
has flowered to as many as four simultaneous 
"Script Ohios" on the same football field. 
The purity of the Weigel maneuver remains, 
however. And so does the excitement 
produced by generations of Ohio State 
musicians. But that's really not so surprising. 

After all, it's in the script. 
- Jim Gallagher 




