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THE LORD OF THE BASSES
BOTTESINI'S TESTORE

CATALIN ROTARU
. DOUBLE BASS
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{ j Y/ /' p ® Fantasia on Donizetti’s
) N i RGN ; "‘Lucia di Lammermoor” 10:22
0‘ /@ Elegy No.1in D Major 4:48
O Tarantella 6:10

® Elegy No. 2, “Romanza Drammatica”  6:57

. \// @ Allegretto Capriccio “A la Chopin” 3:35
© Elegy No. 3, “Romanza Patetica” 5:44

©® Fantasia on Bellini’s “I Puritani” 10:07

TOTAL TIME 54:15
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would like to take this opportunity

to express my gratitude to the owner of this
magnificent instrument, Mr. Tokutaka, for
giving bassists around the globe the chance to
see and hear this one-of-a-kind double bass!
Testore made other amazing basses, but this
one was the lucky one, because it belonged
to the most influential bass player in recorded
history, who performed on it during his entire
career. Yes, he was nicknamed the Paganini of
the double bass but, for me, he is much more;
just as modern physics have been influenced by
Einstein’s theories, generations of bass players
after Bottesini have been and will always
be influenced by his technical and musical
approach, which revolutionized the way we
play the double bass today.

This recording is actually closer to a live
performance, ratherthanastudio recording;the
owner graciously permitted us to record at his
house; and thus, we did not have the possibility
to have separate microphones for the bass and
piano. However, what matters most is that we
now have a chance to be “enchanted” by the
magical sound of “The Lord of the Basses.”
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orchestras and is in demand asa chmcxan at important schools and music festivals.
He endorses Pirastro Strings and performs on a modern double bass made in Italy by
Luciano Golia, with a bow made by Marco Pasquino.

Between 2007 and 2017 Mr. Rotaru has released 6 CDs:
Bass*ic Cello Notes - 2007

Juliana D’Agostini + Catalin Rotaru - 2010

Sonic Bridges - 2013

Catalin Rotaru plays double bass works by Frank Proto - 2014
Sonic Bridges Volume 2 - 2017

The Lord of the Basses, Bottesini’s Testore - 2017
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National Taiwan Normal University and a Master’s
Degree in Double Bass Performance from Taipei
Normal University of Arts. Prior to this, she won several prizes as both a plamst and
bass player: First Prize of National Taichung Second Senior High School Piano concerto
competition; in the same month, she won the second prize playing the bass in the
strings concerto competition. Consequently, she was the featured piano soloist with
the school orchestra. As a bass player, Wan Ting won numerous competitions and
accolades for her technically advanced and musically mature playing:

«The First Prize Winner of National Bass Contest for
College students in Taiwan in 2012
«The First Prize Winner of Taipei City Bass Contest for
College student in Taiwan in 2011
«The First Prize Winner of Taichung City Bass Contest for teenagers in 2009

Prior to her current professional position with the Taipei Symphony, she has also
collaborated with the National Symphony Orchestra, touring and performing in Italy,
France, Germany, Switzerland, Japan, Korea, and China. As a pianist, she has built a
strong reputation and is a very sought-after accompanist in Taipei.
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